l8o                                  ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND

"FELLOWSHIP FOR THE DISCOVERY OF THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE":

1584(5).

Adrian Gilbert's Patent from Queen Elizabeth (Patent Roll 1244: 26th Eliz: Pt. 8:
From a transcript lent by Commander Walter Raleigh Gilbert of Comptori),

" ELIZABETH by the grace of God, Queen of England, (et cetera) ... to all to whom
these presents shall come, greeting: forasmuch as our trusty and well beloved subject Adrian Gilbert
of Sandridge in the County of Devon, Gentleman, ... to his great cost and charge, ....
laboureth that the passage into China and the Isles of the Moluccas (by the North-Westward, North-
Eastward or Northward, into which parts of the world, none of our loyal subjects have hitherto had
any traffic or trade) may be discovered, known and frequented by the subjects of this our Realm:
know ye therefore, that for the considerations aforesaid, we do give and grant free liberty, power and
full authority to the said Adrian Gilbert, . . . and to those his associates and assistants whose
names are written in a schedule hereunto annexed, ... to sail . . . into all places whatsoever
that by the said North-Westward, North Eastward or Northward, are to be by him or his associates
or assigns discovered.

And also we do give to the said Adrian Gilbert and his said associates, for ever, full power
and absolute authority to trade and make their residence in any of the said territories whatsoever with
all ... privileges and royalties both by sea and land, yielding and paying therefor unto us our
heirs and successors the tenth part of all gold and silver, ore, pearls, jewels and precious stones; or die
value thereof as the said Adrian Gilbert and his said associates, their heirs and assigns, servants,
factors or workmen . . . shall find. The said tenth to be delivered duly to our Customer, . .
in the ports of London, Dartmouth, or Plymouth, at which three places only the said Adrian Gilbert
and his associates shall lade, . . and discharge all manner of goods and merchandises to the said
new trade belonging.

And unto the said Adrian Gilbert and his said associates ... we give and confirm this
name peculiar ... to wit the name of " The Colleagues of the Fellowship for the Discovery of
the North West Passage," and them ... by that name do incorporate ... to have con-
tinuance for ever . . .

And further for the better encouragement of our loving subjects in the discovery, we ordain
. . . that the heirs and issues of them, . . . being born within any the territories before-
mentioned shall have and enjoy all the privileges of free denizens, as persons native born within
this our realm of England . . .

Moreover, . . during the space of five years immediately ensuing, . . it shall not be law-
ful for any persons ... to visit . . . trade or make voyage to any territories not yet discovered
by any of our subjects by virtue of this grant to be traded unto, without the special consent and good
liking of the said Adrian Gilbert, his heirs or assigns first had in writing . . .

And further we give . . . full authority to the said Adrian Gilbert ... that if it shall
happen any one or more in any ship sailing on the said voyage to become mutinous, seditious, dis-
orderly, or any way unruly, to the prejudice or hinderance of the hope for success ... in this